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doors of yoga freedom to afl men. Apart from the
miracles of his own life, surely the Yogavatar reached
the zenith of all wonders in reducing the ancient com-
plexities of yoga to an effective simplicity within the
ordinary grasp.
In reference tj miracles, Lahiri Mahasaya often said,
"The operation of subtle laws that are unknown to peo-
ple in general should not be publicly discussed or pub-
lished without due discrimination.'* If in these pages I
have appeared to flout his cautionary words, it is because
he has given me an inner reassurance. However, in re-
cording the lives of Babaji, Lahiri Mahasaya, and Sri
Yukteswar, I have thought it advisable to omit certain
miraculous stories. I* could hardly have included them
without writing, also, an explanatory volume of abstruse
philosophy.
As a householder-yogi, Lahiri Mahasaya brought a
practical message suited to the needs of today's world.
The excellent qconomic and religious conditions of an-
cient India no longer obtain. The great master therefore
did not encourage the.old ideal of a yogi as a wandering
ascetic with a begging bowl. He stressed, rather, the
advantages to a yogi of earning his own living, of not being
dependent on a hard-pressed society for support, and of
practising yoga in the privacy of his borne. To this
counsel Lahiri Mahasaya added the heartening force of
his own example. He was a modern, "streamlined"
model of a yogi. His way of life, as planned by Babaji,
was intended to be a guide for aspiring yogis in all parts
of the world.
New hope for new men! "Divine union," the Yoga-
voter proclaimed, "is possible through self-effort, and is
not dependeni on theological beliefs or on the arbitrary
will of a Cosmic Dictator."
Through use of the Kriya key, persons who cannot
bring themselves to believe in the divinity of any man
will behold at last the full divinity of their own selves.